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The Theatre in Blackfriars was situated near the
present Apothecaries' Hall, in the neighbourhood of
which there is yet Playhouse Yard, not far from
which the theatre probably stood. It was, as has been
mentioned, a private house; but what were the dis-
tinguishing marks of a private playhouse, it is not
easy to ascertain. We know only that it was smaller5
than those which were called publick theatres; and
that in the private theatres plays were usually pre-
sented by candle-light6.

In this theatre, which was a very ancient one, the
children of the Revels occasionally performed7.

Taylor, Richard Robinson, John Shank, Robert Benfield,
Richard Sharp, Eliard Swanson, Thomas Pollard, Anthony Smith,
Thomas Hobbes, William Pen, George Vernon, and James
Home, to each of them the several allowance of foure yardes of
bastard scarlet for a cloake, and a quarter of a yard of crimson
velvet for the capes, it being the. usual allowance graunted unto
them by his majesty every second yeare, and due at Easter last
past. For the doing whereof theis shall be your warrant. May 6th,
1629." MS. in the Lord Chamberlain's Office.

5  Wright, in his Hist. Histrion. informs us, that the theatre in
Blackfriars, the Cockpit, and that in Salisbury Court, were exactly
alike both in form and size.   The smallness of the latter is ascer-
tained by these  lines  in  an  epilogue to Tottenham Court, a
comedy by Nabbes, which was acted there :

" When others' fill'd rooms with neglect disdain ye,
" My little house with thanks shall entertain ye."

6  " All the city looked like a private play-house, when the
ivindoivs are clapt dovme, as if some nocturnal and dismal tragedy
were presently to be acted."    Decker's Seven Deadly Sinnes of
London, 1696,    See also Historia Histrionica.

7  Many pieces were performed by them in this theatre before
1580.    Sometimes they performed entire pieces ; at others, they
represented such young characters as are found in many of our
poet's plays.    Thus we find Nat. Field,  John Underwood, and
William Ostler among the children of the Revels, who represented
several of Ben Jonson's comedies at the Blackfriars in the earlier
part of King James's reign,  and also in the list of the actors of
our author's plays prefixed to the first folio, published in 1623.
They had then become men.

Lily's Campaspe was acted at the theatre in Blackfriars in
1584, and The Case is Altered, by Ben Jonson, was printed in